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Volunteers Of The Year Announced By Pro Bono Partnership

In recognition of their tremendous
commitment and support for the area’s
nonprofit community, the Pro Bono
Partnership has named its Volunteers of
the Year for 2009: UnitedHealth
Group’s Legal Department; Hogan &
Hartson LLP; Stacey Babson-Smith,
Vice President, Chief Ethics & Compli-
ance Officer, Terex Corporation, West-
port, CT; Amy L. Festante, an associate
with Kelley Drye & Warren LLP, Par-
sippany, NJ; and, Steve Moll, Vice
President and Associate General Coun-
sel, Employment and Labor, Thomson
Reuters, Stamford, CT. The Pro Bono
Partnership is the leading provider of
free business legal services, educational
workshops and other legal resources to
nonprofit organizations in Connecticut;
New Jersey; and Westchester, Orange,
Putnam and Rockland Counties, New
York.

“These volunteers represent the best
of what the Pro Bono Partnership stands
for — maximizing the expertise of cor-
porate and law firm attorneys to assist
nonprofit organizations,” said Rick
Hobish, co-founder and executive direc-
tor. “Their contribution is especially
important in today’s climate when non-
profits need more support than ever,” he
added.

UnitedHealth Group, one of the
largest employers in Connecticut, cur-
rently has 15 attorneys and five parale-
gals donating time and services. Over
the last year, these volunteers assisted
dozens of local nonprofits that provide
critical services such as school-based
healthcare, rides for the elderly and
sight impaired, educational curricula to
fight drug use and bullying, reading ser-
vices for the blind, support to child care
centers, and assistance to community
health centers, to name a few.

“The impact of UnitedHealth
Group’s work on our organization has
been essential to ensure that our health-
care services are administered and oper-
ated well within the legal standards of
federal and state requirements,” said
Deborah Poerio, president & CEO of
Integrated Health Services, Inc., a non-
profit based in Hartford, CT that pro-
vides healthcare services to disadvan-
taged children.

Forty years ago, Hogan & Hartson
was the first U.S. law firm to create a
separate department to develop and fos-
ter pro bono work. They continue that
tradition with support for several Pro
Bono Partnership clients. Recently, a
team of lawyers from Hogan & Hartson
dedicated dozens of hours to facilitate a
comprehensive corporate restructuring
of a multifaceted New York social ser-
vice agency. “The agency could never
have afforded counsel for such a major
undertaking,” said Rick Hobish. “With
Hogan’s experts to guide them, a much-
streamlined agency is now operating
more efficiently and has saved thou-
sands of dollars that can be used to pro-
mote its clients’ self-sufficiency and
help transform the local community.”

“Hogan & Hartson is very proud of
the partnership it has formed with the
Pro Bono Partnership. It gives us an

opportunity to join with our clients in
doing what we do best: Adding value to
the community in which we live. We
look forward to working together for
many years to come,” said Steve
Edwards of Hogan & Hartson LLP,
New York.

Stacey Babson-Smith has been with
the Terex Corporation for seven years.
She has also been a volunteer with the
Pro Bono Partnership for seven years,
and one of her premiere projects has
been to support Neighbor to Neighbor, a
community food bank in Greenwich,
CT.

“Stacey enabled us to deal with
issues ranging from hiring a teenager to
terminating an employee without hav-
ing to divert our resources by hiring a
human resources consultant,” says
Cathy Lynch, executive director of
Neighbor to Neighbor. “She has proven
to be amazingly available, knowledge-
able and professional in all our work
with her.”

“The Pro Bono Partnership enables
not-for-profits with limited resources to
make a positive impact in our local
community, providing programs for the
disadvantaged. Without the commit-
ment from the legal community, the Pro
Bono Partnership and the not-for-profits
that it serves cannot meet their mis-
sions. Essentially, we, as lawyers, have
an opportunity to improve the lives of
others in our community,” said Babson-
Smith.

Amy L. Festante, a 2008 graduate of
New York Law School, has made a sig-
nificant pro bono contribution with the
support of Kelley Drye & Warren LLP.
One of her most visible projects was
assisting The Children’s House, a child
care center in Verona, NJ, during sev-
eral challenging issues concerning their
lease of space they had occupied for
over 40 years.

“Amy was highly effective in assist-
ing the client’s board with strategic
thinking and approaches to negotiating
a reasonable resolution with the land-
lord and responded quickly to help the
client with letters and revised docu-
ments, even on short notice,” said
Nancy Eberhardt, Director of the Pro
Bono Partnership’s New Jersey pro-
gram.

“Pro Bono Partnership promotes
fairness in the legal system,” says Fes-
tante. “Nonprofit organizations that
need legal services and otherwise could
not afford representation are able to
have competent counsel with access to
legal resources. I believe the representa-
tion gives clients confidence and peace
of mind because they know there is
someone looking out for their best inter-
ests.”

Steve Moll has assisted several non-
profits in southern Connecticut, includ-
ing St. Luke’s LifeWorks of Stamford,
and says, “the more work I have done
with the Partnership, the more I have
enjoyed it. The clients are so incredibly
grateful.”

“Steve’s advice allowed us to
address some critical issues with confi-
dence,” said Martey S. Rhine, former
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interim executive director of St. Luke’s
LifeWorks. “He has listened carefully,
thoroughly thought out alternatives,
assessed possible negative conse-
quences, provided templates and
reviewed the documents we prepared.”

The Pro Bono Partnership fulfills its
mission by assisting nonprofit organiza-
tions that serve poor or disadvantaged
individuals and families, arts and civic
organizations, and environmental and
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conservation groups; and by providing
a wide range of opportunities for attor-
neys in corporations and law firms to
work on rewarding pro bono business
and transactional matters. Since 1997,
the Pro Bono Partnership has coordi-
nated with its 1,800 volunteers to under-
take approximately 4,000 legal matters
for 1,500 nonprofit organizations, pro-
viding advice on more than 650 new
legal matters annually.

Thompson & Knight Assists Mitsui In $1.4 Billion
Marcellus Shale Joint Venture With Anadarko

The global law firm of Thompson &
Knight LLP has assisted Mitsui & Co.
Ltd. (“Mitsui”), through its subsidiary
Mitsui E&P USA LLC, in a $1.4 billion
deal with Anadarko Petroleum Corp.
(“Anadarko”) to jointly explore for and
develop natural gas in the Marcellus
Shale Formation.

Under the terms of the agreement,
Mitsui will participate with Anadarko as
a 32.5 percent partner in the develop-
ment of its Marcellus Shale assets by
investing $1.4 billion. Mitsui’s total
expected commitment under the project
over time is expected to reach between
$3 billion and $4 billion.

Toshi Yoshida and William Prescott
Mills Schwind led the Thompson &
Knight team of attorneys working on the
transaction, which included Arthur J.
Wright, Ron W. Fry, Ned Price Jr., Joe F.
Flack III, and Lucas A. LaVoy of the
Firm’s Oil and Gas Practice Group;

Gabriel Salinas of the Firm’s Interna-
tional Energy Practice Group; Emily A.
Parker, R. David Wheat, and Sam L.
Merrill of the Firm’s Tax Practice
Group; Scott D. Deatherage of the
Firm’s Environmental Law Practice
Group; Bill McDonald and Marlen D.
Whitley of the Firm’s Corporate and
Securities Practice Group; John W. Rain
of the Firm’s Finance Practice Group;
and Bohdan S. Kosovych of the Firm’s
Real Estate and Banking Practice
Group.

Mitsui, a leading Japanese general
trading firm, has more than 700 sub-
sidiaries worldwide, including entities in
the energy, machinery, chemicals, food,
textile, logistics, and finance industries.
Mitsui E&P USA LLC focuses on the
exploration, development, production,
and sale of crude oil, natural gas, and
other mineral resources in the United
States.

Chambers USA Expands Recognition
Of Haynes and Boone

Chambers USA: America’s Leading
Lawyers for Business 2010 has singled
out 45 Haynes and Boone, LLP lawyers
for recognition in its annual law firm
rankings. The firm has also been hon-
ored for having 15 leading practice areas
at the state and national levels.

Preliminary 2010 results announced
Wednesday are an increase of 10 attor-
neys over 2009 (about a 40 percent
jump), and include a new national
“Highly Regarded” ranking for the
firm’s Corporate/M&A practice and a
first-time Texas ranking for the Haynes
and Boone Tax Practice. Final Cham-
bers USA 2010 results to be released in
June will show where the practices and
individuals rank compared to peer law
firms.

With the addition of Corporate/M&A
to the national rankings, Chambers now
recognizes three Haynes and Boone
practices in leading categories. Bank-
ruptcy/Restructuring and Franchise both
maintained their national spots in the

2010 results.

In Texas, the addition of Tax this year
brings the number of ranked firm prac-
tices to 12. They are: Antitrust, Banking
& Finance, Bankruptcy/Restructuring,
Corporate/M&A, Environment, Insur-
ance, Intellectual Property, Labor &
Employment, Litigation: General Com-
mercial, Real Estate, Tax and Technol-
ogy: Outsourcing.
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Haynes and Boone, LLP has added
Kenneth G. Parker to its Orange County
office as a litigation partner in the firm’s
expanding intellectual property prac-
tice.

Mr. Parker is a seasoned litigator with
more than 15 years experience repre-
senting clients inside California and
beyond. His practice focuses on patent,
trademark, copyright, trade secrets and
complex business litigation. Mr. Parker
is AV rated by Martindale-Hubbell, the
highest peer-review level for ethical
standards and professional ability.
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