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Partners Notes

On June 18, Pfizer Inc. hosted a New
York City reception honoring Equal
Justice Works’ Patrons and current Fel-
lows. Equal Justice Works is an interna-
tionally recognized organization that
provides support for qualifying legal
projects at nonprofit, public interest
organizations. Its mission is to create a
just society by mobilizing young
lawyers committed to equal justice.
Members provide critically needed
legal assistance on a broad range of
issues to low-income and underserved
communities. The Equal Justice Works
Fellowships Program creates partner-
ships among public interest lawyers,
nonprofit organizations, law firm/corpo-
rate sponsors and other donors in order
to afford underrepresented populations
effective access to the justice system.

Throughout the evening, current par-
ticipants shared their Fellowship experi-
ences. Carmen Maria Rey, an Equal
Justice Works Fellow working with the
Immigration Intervention Project at
Sanctuary for Families’ Center for Bat-
tered Women’s Legal Services, spoke of
Maria, an undocumented worker living
in New York City, who had been the
victim of domestic violence for over
eight years. Her husband forbade her to
learn English, use the telephone, work
outside the home – and especially to
become documented. Her plight came
to the attention of Ms. Rey, who helped
Maria find the courage to leave her hus-

band and enter a shelter for victims of
domestic violence. Maria later sought
Ms. Rey’s assistance in becoming a
U.S. citizen. “Without Equal Justice
Works,” Ms. Rey noted, “many attor-
neys like me would not be able to work
with non-profit organizations that do
such important work. The contributions
from Pfizer and all other Equal Justice
Works patrons are invaluable, not only
to the Equal Justice Works Fellows, but
especially, the most vulnerable and at-
risk of New York City’s citizens.” 

Carmen later shared a humorous
anecdote illustrating Maria’s success:
“A few months ago, I called Maria to
make sure she had begun the tax-filing
process. Unlike most of us, who wait for
the last possible moment, Maria had
already filed her taxes. She was so
excited to fulfill this obligation because
it represented her American citizenship;
something she had worked so hard to
obtain.”

Anastasia D. Kelly, chair of the
Equal Justice Works board of directors

and AIG vice president and general
counsel, closed the evening by empha-
sizing the contributions of Equal Justice
Works investors. “Equal Justice Works
is the largest post-graduate fellowship
program in the United States. The sup-
port of patron law firms and legal
departments, including those of AIG
and Pfizer, has made it possible for
Equal Justice Works to expand the
availability of legal representation in
underserved communities both nation-
ally and internationally.”  

Pfizer Hosts Equal Justice Works Fellowship Dinner In New York City 

Proskauer Partner To
Serve On Boston Legal

Services Board 

Steven Bauer, a partner and head of
litigation practice at Proskauer Rose
LLP, has been appointed to the Greater
Boston Legal Services (GBLS) Board
of Directors. GBLS provides free legal
assistance and representation to thou-
sands of low-income individuals and
families in Boston and 31 additional
cities and towns in Massachusetts. 

Formed in 1976, GBLS is New Eng-
land’s largest legal services organiza-
tion. With a staff of close to 100
attorneys and paralegals, the organiza-
tion specializes in nine different units
that include Asian Outreach, Elderly,
Employment, Family Law, Health &
Disability, Medicare Advocacy, Hous-
ing, Immigration, and Welfare. 

Mr. Bauer has more than 25 years of
experience, with a practice that focuses
on complex patent, trade secret, trade-
mark, copyright and licensing litigation
and dispute resolution. 
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